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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF NG ML 

SUBJECT: MALI MINISTER THANKS NIGER FOR AID TO MALIAN REFUGEES 
REF: NIAMEY 3567 AND PREVIOUS 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. MALI MINISTER INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 
MAMADY KEITA ARRIVED NIAMEY NOV 2. OSTENSIBLE PURPOSE OF 
TRIP WAS IN CONNECTION WITH NIGER RIVER COMMISSION. NIGER 
GOVERNMENT USED OCCASION HOWEVER TO RAISE SUBJECT MALIAN 
REFUGEES. 

2. MALIAN MINISTER WAS INVITED VISIT LAZARET CAMP SOON 

AFTER ARRIVAL. AT CAMP HE ADDRESSED MALIAN REFUGEES (CURRENTLY 
ESTIMATED AT 13,000 BY GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER) IN PRESENCE NUMBER 
OF GON OFFICIALS. HIS SPEECH REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED PRAISE AND 
GRATITUDE FOR GON GENEROSITY IN CARING FOR MALIANS WITH EXHORTA- 
TIONS TO HIS COUNTRYMEN TO RETURN HOME. 
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3. AT END OF GON NEWSPAPER ARTICLE REPORTING ON 
KEITA'S VISIT AND SPEECH AT LAZARET, THERE WAS QUOTE 
FROM MAY 18 INTERVIEW OF COL. KOUNTCHE WHERE HE SAID 
THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MALIANS AND NIGER IF.NS 
AND THAT NIGER WOULD TAKE NO INITIATIVE IN RE-INTEGRATING 
MALIAN REFUGEES INTO MALI. WE LEAVE TO MALIAN AUTHORITIES 
TO TAKE WHATEVER DECISIONS THEY CONSIDER BEST. WE ARE ALL 
AFRICANS AND IN THE SPIRIT OF AFRICAN BROTHERHOOD MALIAN 
REFUGEES CAN CONTINUE TO LIVE IN NIGER AS LONG AS THEY 
WISH. ARTICLE REITERATES THAT NIGER POLICY HAS NOT 
CHANGED AND RETURN OF MALIANS STILL DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON 
GOVERNMENT OF MALI. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

COMMENT: MINISTER KEITA'S PUBLIC EXPRESSIONS OF THANKS TO 
NIGERIENS ALONG WITH HINTS OF APOLOGY FOR BELATED RECOGNITION 
BY GOM OF NIGER'S EFFORTS ON BEHALF REFUGEES, HAVE TO LARGE 
EXTENT MOLLIFIED GON'S RUFFLED FEELINGS. NIGER TENS NOW 
PROBABLY WILLING IGNORE PREVIOUS CRITICISMS BY GOM OFFICIALS 
AND WILL LET MATTER REST. BUT WE WONDER WHETHER GOM ALSO 
SEES IT THAT WAY.HECK 
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